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Widecombe History Group
Digitising & Cataloguing Project

R Why we are doing it

R Some background

R What we are digitising

R How we are doing it

R Some interesting items we’ve found
R What next
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Why Do It?

R Digitising and cataloguing our archives will make
them more accessible to
R History Group members
R the local community
R the local school
R The public at large

R and provide a valuable educational resource for all

R We hope to have it available on our web site and also
make it accessible to visitors at open days
throughout the year
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Why Do It?

R It will help to preserve the documents by minimising
handling

R It will provide a secure copy of our archives, one that
will, for example, survive a fire

R Once digitised there is no need for us to store these
documents and our intention is to pass them on to
Devon Heritage Centre (previously the Devon
Record Office), freeing up more space for storage of
our ever increasing Archive
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Project Background

R Commenced February 2011

R Volunteers (16+) split into four teams (now five)

&R Organising and problem-solving: Ann & Roger

R Training using Widecombe School PCs

R Purchased equipment: scanner, laptops, hard drives etc
R Started by using the Church House

R Later moved to Dunstone House

R Initial target: complete the Parish Chest
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Project Background

R Funded & Supported by:

3 Teignbridge District Council
@3 Devon County Council

3 Widecombe Parish Council
3 Widecombe History Group
3 The many volunteers!
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What We Are Digitising
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G;:m Phase 1: The Parish Chest

R The History Group is the custodian of the
Widecombe Parish Chest

R The Chest is ‘owned” by the Parish Council and
contains many old and unique documents.

R Over the past fifteen years or so WHG has
accumulated considerable additional artefacts,
memorabilia, documents, pictures and books - some
of which are in the Chest but most are elsewhere and
will form a later phase of the Digitising Project
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Deed of Custom, dated 1585 page 1

&R This is our oldest
document. It was an
arrangement between the
Vicar and the Parishioners
as to the Tithes

=T Lo cen L) T LA
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Deed of Custom, dated 1585 page 2

R The second page is a list of people
presumably the parishioners

R Mixture of Old English and Latin



Letter relating to the ownership of
Widecombe Village Green

R One of our later
documents dated
1972

CR PhOtOCOpy Of the Viidecombo-in-the-leor, Devon.
form regarding the ‘ peersias
deCiSion Of the This referonce rolates to the question of the ownership of land known

as The Village Oreen, Widecombe-in~the-licor, being the land cowprised in the
Land Section of Regiater Unit No,V.0.12 in the Register of Town or Village

fI'EEhOld OWIlerShlp Greens maintainod by the Devon County Council, of which no person is

registered under section 4 of the Commona Regletration Aot 1965 aa ihe owner.

Of V]-llage green Following upon the public notice of this reference the Widoocombe-in-the-door I

i . Pariseh Counoil claimed to be tha freehold owner of the land in guestion and no PRy . ,..-6
Wldecombe 1n the other person claimed to have information as to ite ownership. 2 E"‘) E :;@4.- ‘j.__ e

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into ths question of the

MOOI‘ under the ownexship of the land at Exster on 18th July 1972.

In the Mattor of The Village Creen,

Wr. H.P. lurray Watts, solicitor, appeared for the Parish Council, and
CO' NMMOoNsS asked me to direct that the Parish Council be registered as the ownor of
the land in question under section 8(3) of the Act of 1965. There being
R M M A t no evidence as to vhero the ownership of the lapd lies, I shall scoordingly
egIStrathn C direot the Devon County Council, as registration authority, to register the

Widecombe-in-the-loor Parish Council] as the owner of tho land.

1965 I om required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Cosmissioners Regulations
1971 to explain that a person sggrieved by this decision as being erroncous

in point of law may, within 6 weeks from the dato on which notice of the
decision is ment to him, require ms to state s coss for the decision of the
High Court.
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Photograph of Miss Louisa Warren, an
Assistant Teacher at Widecombe School

R 1889 -1902 date on
back of photo thought
to be when she was at
Widecombe School
(then in the Church
House of course)
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Morris Dancers dated 1926
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Indenture of Isaac Stancombe to William
Hannaford of Northway aforesaid yeoman

Dated the

7th May 1827
This is one of
over five
hundred
Indentures,
Examinations
and Removal
Orders we have
in the Parish
Chest
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Examination

feen 3 The Examination
&R Of Thomas Lee - Rogue and gl o o
Vagabond, dated 1817. Born in the e ey
Parish of Widdicombe, when he it e
was about 13 years he went to sea
for about 2 years, returned to
Widdicombe where he worked as a
labourer by the week. Went again
to sea. Returned the last 10 months
where he hath done no other work

whereby to gain a settlement. Mark ,_
of X Thomas Lee - pis

R Sworn before Wm Kitson & Wm
Ellicombe
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Removal Order

® Robert Ireland aged about 9 years and
John Ireland aged 7 years and upwards,

the children of Mary Ann Ireland after an TN Dy g 1 e R T
- : MWD SN e e o ik T N T
examination by two of Her Majesty’s o S Sos
. . . A e Lo Yoy B s T i Do ot e o o
Justices of the Peace, it was decided that R o STk o o I e
. Rt Chelisn ot gore als el viol aiavins tyomis
the place of their last legal settlement was .‘.: P R = e
Buckland in the Moor and that they should A Clhtein of iy Clia Choctomo

el et Pl T wthe bl Tkl of

be removed and conveyed there R e i At LT
. v o A st ovnitle, o gy Lt e Five Yoans st ludiow e

L e L R R e T I L L T ———

bovvrng Jorebamnd surr (lestiteate scbanbokpiog (oeans be ool b wivess, sesl

ol n‘r‘!.- artaaily 'I.j:hb- e R L

= T s :

- e T
These are therefore, in Her Majesty’s name, to require and order you the said s = b i s
Clm;Zn:s ens and Overseers of the Poor of the said lPurissh of Ledate W&D .“" 3:'-:.'::.::.._.5'";/"
Y or some or one of you, or some proper person or persons to be fotdons ot i i by
employed by you, according to Law, to remove and convey lfne said T s

TR L Py . -
ua’&M/" Cb'beovn.oo 31 o/ M’V C/"Q[Cl/za i g l e d )
from and out of {our id Parish of Azldqae.mlo v fho %ruy’ e e e Ty toe o

to the said Parish of (el cerr o0 e Vb Pvvr and TR oy S e
Jheans deliver together with this our Order or a Duplicate or true copy thereof. o
unto the Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor there, or one of them. who uré =
hereby required to receive and provide for phesaccording to Law. ’




Copy of the Widecombe Chronicle and
Dartmoor Gazette, dated 1875
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The Process

R Book items out of chest

R Allocate reference numbers

R Scan or photograph individual pages of document
R Check, crop, straighten and store into archive

R Transcribe document (in some cases)

R Catalogue item - varying detail

R Link catalogue to images to complete task

R Finally check everything

R Book items back into chest
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The Teams at Work

& Since
February
2011 about
20 History
Grou
members
have come
regularly to
scan,
photograph
and
catalogue
our
Archives

May 2013




The Teams at Work

R Scanning - there are
over 6000 scanned

images

R Audrey and Jenny are scanning
the Parish Council Minute Book
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The Teams at Work

R Over 2,000 digital photographs
have been taken
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The Teams at Work

R Cataloguing

R Over 1500 items have so far
been catalogued
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The Teams at Work

& Much thought and
discussion goes into
what is keyed in!
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The Teams at Work

R Extracting
information
from the
documents so
that they can be

properly
catalogued
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Modes - Cataloguing Form
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1N some cases
each page of s
a document oomsen -
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this form
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The completed Modes
form

Cataloguing
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Some Interesting Items
3

Some things that have caught our eye
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Feoffment Rent of Church House
1636
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What is a Feoffment?

R Feoffment, (or Enfeoffment) in English law was a
transfer of land or property that gave the new holder
the right to sell it as well as the right to pass it on to
his heirs as an inheritance.

R It represented the total relinquishment and transfer
of all rights of ownership of an from
one individual to another.

R In feudal England a feoffment could only be made of
a fee (or "fiet"), that is to say an ownership of rights
over land, rather than ownership of the land itself, the
only true owner of which was the monarch.(From
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_in_land
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fee_(feudal_tenure)

Feoffee Rent of Church House 1636
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Feoffe

R Latin R Old English
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Lease of Land at Widecombe dated1703
43 X 62 Ccm
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Overseers Accounts

R We have eleven of these ledgers relating to the

Overseers and Churchwardens Accounts dating
between 1684 and 1877

R Opverseers of the poor were chosen annually from the
better-off male inhabitants, and inherited either a
financial surplus or deficit from their predecessors.
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Overseers Accounts

R Overseers' accounts include all expenditure on poor
relief, including workhouse expenses and those
associated with settlement, bastardy, and vagrancy
examinations and appeals, and all subsequent legal
activities.

R The appointment of Overseers was confirmed by the
Justices of the Peace in Quarter Sessions and their
accounts needed to be audited and signed off by two
Justices at the end of the accounting year at Easter.
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Overseers Accounts 1734 to 1756

® “Widecombe Parish. The
Accoumpt of John Aptor,
Church Warden for his whole
tenemt in Venton and Henry
White Church Warden for Late
John Hannafords Tenement in
Hexworthy together with John
Aptor of Dunstone for his
Tenement in Southaway, James
Townsend the Younger of Torr .
for Joane Horshams Tenemt! in
Langworthy Thomas Knight for
ponsworthy Mills, And Andrew
Horsham for Lake head
Overseers of the Poor for the
year Last past 1734 Given in to
the parishioners This 7t" Day of
Aprill in the year of our Lord
1735”
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Rates Paid and other Receipts

e (Ratyr ‘6!\ :
t’f“ “‘[aft I'Jl) ‘ iy
T Caeapl ll')h“ .
?“""" ﬁ-ﬁ'vm
358 4l jﬁ/ffwﬂ‘:‘.

The said Accoumptants Doe Charge
themselves with the Receipt of Three Rates
And an half for the Reliefe of the poor
(Except what hereafter Mentioned to be in
Arrear) The Severall person Rated to Each
Rate are as Followeth

©3  The Reverend Mr John Harris vicar 12s

3 The farmer of the Rectory 17s

©3  Joseph Manning 3s

©3  Richd Caunter & Geo. Hanworthy 2s 6d
©3  George Hanworthy 1s 10d
©3  Mary Merdon for Natisworthy 1s 10d
o3 etc
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Rates Paid and other Receipts
3

X Note the name Thomas Greep, this will come up
later
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Paid out to the Poor

Paid Thomas Bailey who hath a Discharge

From this parish in his Need and

Sickness this year in Money as much

As amounts to 6s 6d
Paid Sarah White for necessaries for

Thomas Baily for nine Dayes time

When he was Brought home to this

Parish sick 4s 0d
Paid Thomas Knight for necessaries for

Thomas Baily and Did

for him for severall Dayes times

when he was Brought home to this

parish sick by the Overseer of Holne

and Left to the Charge of the said

Thomas Knight 2s 0d
Paid Eliz Aptor for making of Thomas
Bailys shirt 4d
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Paid out to the Poor

R Paid Mr Charles Doidge of Moreton Hamstead for

physick and other medicines for Richard Brooking as
by his Bill Appeareth £3 2s 3d

May 2013



ems of Clothing

May 2013



The Taylor’s Bill
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Shoes and more shoes!!!
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Disbursements concerning

Thom&(}reep

® An Accoumpt of our Disbursmts
concerning Thomas Greep

For the Coroners ffee

2 2

To John Smerdon of Rowdon for
Riding to Exeter to fetch the
Coroner

R In Expenses at Widecombe
Town when the Coroner was
here

® In Expenses when Thomas
Greeps Goods was sold

& For two men to watch by Tho.
Greep after he was found dead
for Two dayes...

® And for Three men to watch by
him by Night for Two Nights...




And the Overseers own expenses!

4

R The Final
Page:
nominations
for next year’s
overseers

R signatures of
this year’s
overseers
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Churchwardens Accounts

R Churchwardens' accounts include expenditure on the
repair and maintenance of the church fabric, and on
most other forms of parochial expenditure (excluding
poor relief).

R At Widecombe these accounts were kept by the

Churchwarden. In larger urban parishes they were
kept by the Parish Clerk.

R The position of Churchwarden was undertaken by the
wealthier male inhabitants of the parish, and changed
annually, with the money in hand or in deficit being

o= passed from one office-holder to the next at Easter
G ) each year. .




Churchwardens Accounts

&R Churchwardens' accounts therefore normally run
from Easter to Easter, and were summed and
approved at an annual vestry meeting.

R Because the penmanship and accounting practices of
individual churchwardens was variable, the form of
the accounts could change rapidly with changing
personnel.
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Excerpts from the Churchwardens
Accounts 1806-7
3

R 5 Gallons of wine
+ carriage

R Mr Colander for
17 journeys for
instructing the
singing

&R new hairing the

bow of the bass
Viol

R strings for the
bass Viol

R repairing the bass
Violin
R strings for the
iolin
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Will of Sampson Jerman ot
Ashburton 1669
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Lt 7":"‘_\ - / Y s ’.(:f‘,_n. 1 Soweis N
L e ¥, / ~
Item. I give and bequeath unto the poor of the Parish 2pe N il
of Widecombe in the lioor ten shillings yearly out of Lk A
one Cloge of mine in Ashburton aforesald called Fowlae o LSt eiZe P
-ford immediatly after the dscease of Thomas Jarman my {;;;;ij S
Brother and Elilzabeth Meager my Sister for ever to be . )
then yearly pald unto the Churchwardens and Overseers X as f nrets b
of tha poor of the Parish of Widecombe aforesaid the sald BN e ifh
ten shillings to be all given to one poor body yearly 3 }/” e
/ Za z /'\7‘ 2

the first day of November for ever as aforesald especlally
to a poor wldow woman that hath no rellef 1f there be
any such hereafteyin the s&dd Parish of Widecombe.
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- L ”{ /(.‘,r Jr ot .c. ” (
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Churchwardens Accounts 1734/5
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Sylvia Sayer’s Letter
3
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™R

™R

™R

Note on the value of money:

Something costing £1 in 1750 would cost £2 by 1915 and £120
by 1998

Something bought in 1806 would cost ten times more (approx)
by 2000

Since the 1920s, wages have gone up 4 times as much as rpi, so
overall things are much more affordable (can you believe
that?)
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Overseers Accounts 1800-01
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Widecombe & LLeusdon School
Managers Minutes (1920) - The Shell
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1921) - Salaries
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1920
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Widecombe & Leusdon Schoo
anagers Minutes (1920
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1920
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1931)

R Entertaining the Charabanc Parties!
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1931)
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Widecombe & Leusdon School
Managers Minutes (1920) - Behaviour
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Current Situation
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Current Situation

R Almost all of the contents of the Parish Chest are
now scanned, including the Indentures

R Cataloguing of the contents of the Parish Chest is
well advanced

R There is still more checking to do, but again it is
moving forward
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What Next?
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What Next?

R Complete the Parish Chest

R The Widecombe Archive on the Internet

R Passing documents to Devon Heritage Centre for
safe-keeping

R More detailed cataloguing - extracting more
information from documents

R Transcribing documents (especially those that are
older and difficult to read)

R Moving beyond the Parish Chest to other WHG
Archive material
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What next?

| Village Maricer

H Histary Group Farish-€ouncil Qg Mop wehat's On!iontents f Contoct
ome roup Fa 0! - M hat o ontents Search Confoc

The Widecombe Archive Search and Displa']_ (Beﬁ Version)

Please select a file to get started

‘Weicome 10 e Widecomoe Hisiory Group Archive Catsiogue Search and Dispiay faciity which IS Deing geveiopad 2 8 way 20 mske e
Srchive ausiiaiie 10 8 wider DUDIC. The entries hare will &pa70 &3 we Cortinue 30 make progress on the QIgisation and cateioguing of our
archive. The taciity is caventy in Data fom and we welcome commanss. Piesss sand i Commens via e Comact Us Bk

Trree fies are curenty svalianie. Images ane avslisole for Ine anries in e firs: fie. Cost anc sirage IMBSZions masn et 8 presen; we
cannot upload &l our Imsges. The second fie is e oft;e whst we cafied e Parish Documenss) and e
i fhe s S cataiogue of the Farish Chast and caniain oer Rams. Please note Tist e Catsioguiing IS NOt yet compiete and Tare may e
DaCS &g emirs.

Samoie e won imagas | moemues| | FansnChes:SOmes | | Hesasiones| '
Baslo Search: =how Tios

- —

Agvanoed Ssaroh

Tent Saarch: Erer 1213 30 S28rCh %0r In 002 O DO Of e Dilowing boxes. Select 'BoTY fom fe selection Iis? 10 require Do?) Bems of
9043 30 D present in e resu, or Edner’ 10 raquine only 0ne of hem 20 be present. Choose Whoie Word' alongside an fam of tec 0
require the 381t 10 D2 presant a3 3 Complete word.
[ e ) e o= 2om

Syoonym Ssarch: Crooss & se1 of sumames of Diace AamMes 10 Sa50ch %r f0m Me following 52 All e names in e seTwill 02
Inciuged in tha Sasech 570 MiChing eCOMS revimed.
o v
Dafe Besron: Emer & single 0a%e 10 S28rCh Sor OF WO 082S 10 defing & range. Thoosing 'Any, %or Say and/or monn will Inchuoe aili days
1 e Mo of MOS0 T yer.
Firs: Dane- Day: Ay > Moo Any o Yasr: Second Dase=: Day: Ay v

n0nym and Dete Tanbe

Nole; Text,

Momm: Ay Year
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Indentur=s (@) Farish Chest & Others

Sample File with Imag Headstones Select Fike

Basic Search: Show Tips

, Search for: fand {optionalhy): Search | | Clear Form
a_ I I e X () Advanced Search

Text Search: Enter text to search for in one or both of the following boxes. Select "Both® from the s=lection list to requirs both items of
text to be present in the result, or "Either to require onfy one of them to be present. Choose "Whole Word slongside an item of tesct to
require the text to be present as a complete word.

‘examination [[] whole Wor [C] whole wor =
Synonym Search: Choose 3 set of sumnames or place names to s=arch for from the following list. All the names in the st will be includsd
in the search and matching records returned.

Date Search: Enter a single date to saa\r’:r for or two dates to d
the month or months in the year.
First Date: Day:| Any | o, | Month:| A 0 Second Date: Day:| Any |, | Month: Any |, | Year
Mote: Text, Synonym and Date searches can be combined.

Search | | Clear Form

R The Internet!!

Catalogue
Number

1of 8 F

Last Page

Type of ltem Brief Description Date(s) Images More
More Details

Morz Details

R Search and Display by:
©3 Name
©3 Date & Date Range
©3 Any Text

Morz Details
More Details
Morz Details
Morz Details
More Details
More Details
Morz Details
Morz Details
Morz Details

Morz Details

Morz Details

Morz Details

R Upload of low-resolution
Images with copyright

Morz Details
Morz Details
Morz Details
Morz Details
More Details

More Details

R Sale of high-resolution
Images

Morz Details
Morz Details
More Details

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Morz Details
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

040

Morz Details

Taotal Number of Items Found: 185 Displaying Page 1of 8 Fir:

Prs Mext Page || Last Page

Widecombe-in-the-Moor - The Heart of Dartmoor
Site Copyright ® 2013 Widecombe History Group Registered Charity Number 1144884
Home Contact Us Site Contents Site Search Message Board History Group Parish Council Widecombe Fair
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We wish to thank the following for making this

project possible, for their enthusiasm and dedication:

R The Digitising Teams:

3 Marcia Babington
©3 Anthony Beard
©3 Wendy Beard

3 Sue Booty

©3 Sue Boustead

©3 Ann Claxton

©3 Roger Claxton

©3 Wendy Cruze

3 Maggi Faulkner
©3 Terry French

5 John Kimber

©3 Audrey Mortimore
3 Mary Pascoe

3 Jenny Pascoe

3 Margaret Phipps
©3 Judy Southcombe
5 John Southcombe
©3 John Walling

3 Pat Watson

©3 Roger Whale

May 2013



We also wish to thank the following;:

2838 83 3

2

Widecombe Primary School for letting us use their facilities
County Councillor Mr George Gribble - Grant

District Councillor Mr Mike Jeffrey - Grant

Widecombe Parish Council - Grant

Widecombe History Group

And all those who have given donations towards this project

(and I would like to thank Ann for helping to put this talk together)
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Conclusion
3

A job without an end!!! But very worthwhile. |

——o
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