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Why Do It? 
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Digitising and cataloguing our archives will make 
them more accessible to  
 History Group members 

 the local community 

 the local school 

 The public at large 

 and provide a valuable educational resource for all 

We hope to have it available on our web site and also 
make it accessible to visitors at open days 
throughout the year 

 Why Do It? 
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 It will help to preserve the documents by minimising 
handling 

 It will provide a secure copy of our archives, one that 
will, for example, survive a fire 

Once digitised there is no need for us to store these 
documents and our intention is to pass them on to 
Devon Heritage Centre (previously the Devon 
Record Office), freeing up more space for storage of 
our ever increasing Archive 

 

 Why Do It? 
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Some Background 
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 Commenced February 2011 

 Volunteers (16+) split into four teams (now five) 

 Organising and problem-solving: Ann & Roger 

 Training using Widecombe School PCs 

 Purchased equipment: scanner, laptops, hard drives etc 

 Started by using the Church House 

 Later moved to Dunstone House 

 Initial target: complete the Parish Chest 

Project Background 
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 Funded & Supported by: 

 

 Teignbridge District Council 

 Devon County Council 

 Widecombe Parish Council 

 Widecombe History Group 

 The many volunteers! 

Project Background 
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What We Are Digitising 
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 The History Group is the custodian of the 
Widecombe Parish Chest 

 The Chest is ‘owned’ by the Parish Council and 
contains many old and unique documents. 

Over the past fifteen years or so WHG has 
accumulated considerable additional artefacts, 
memorabilia, documents, pictures and books – some 
of which are in the Chest but most are elsewhere and 
will form a later phase of the Digitising Project 

 Phase 1: The Parish Chest 
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Deed of Custom, dated 1585 page 1 

 This is our oldest 
document. It was an 
arrangement between the 
Vicar and the Parishioners 
as to the Tithes  
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 The second page is a list of people 
presumably the parishioners 

 Mixture of Old English and Latin 

Deed of Custom, dated 1585 page 2 
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Letter relating to the ownership of 
Widecombe Village Green 

 One of our later 
documents dated 
1972 

 Photocopy of the 
form regarding the 
decision of the 
freehold ownership 
of village green 
Widecombe in the 
Moor under the 
Commons 
Registration Act 
1965 
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Photograph of Miss Louisa Warren, an 
Assistant Teacher at Widecombe School  

 1889 -1902 date on 
back of photo thought 
to be when she was at 
Widecombe School 
(then in the Church 
House of course) 
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Morris Dancers dated 1926 
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Indenture of Isaac Stancombe to William 
Hannaford of Northway aforesaid yeoman 

Dated the  
7th May 1827 
This is one of 
over five  
hundred  
Indentures, 
Examinations 
and Removal  
Orders we have  
in the Parish  
Chest 
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Examination 

 Of Thomas Lee – Rogue and 
Vagabond, dated 1817.  Born in the 
Parish of Widdicombe, when he 
was about 13 years he went to sea 
for about 2 years, returned to 
Widdicombe where he worked as a 
labourer by the week.  Went again 
to sea.  Returned the last 10 months 
where he hath done no other work 
whereby to gain a settlement.  Mark 
of X Thomas Lee 

 Sworn before Wm Kitson & Wm 
Ellicombe 
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Removal Order 

 Robert Ireland aged about 9 years and 
John Ireland aged 7 years and upwards, 
the children of Mary Ann Ireland after an 
examination by two of Her Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace, it was decided that 
the place of their last legal settlement was 
Buckland in the Moor and that they should 
be removed and conveyed there. 
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Copy of the Widecombe Chronicle and 
Dartmoor Gazette, dated 1875 
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How We Are Doing It 
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 Book items out of chest 

 Allocate reference numbers 

 Scan or photograph individual pages of document 

 Check, crop, straighten and store into archive 

 Transcribe document (in some cases) 

 Catalogue item – varying detail 

 Link catalogue to images to complete task 

 Finally check everything 

 Book items back into chest 

The Process 
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The Teams at Work 

 Since 
February 
2011 about 
20 History 
Group 
members 
have come 
regularly to 
scan, 
photograph 
and 
catalogue 
our 
Archives 
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 Scanning - there are 
over 6000 scanned 
images 

 

Audrey and Jenny are scanning 
the Parish Council Minute Book  

The Teams at Work 
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Over 2,000 digital photographs 
have been taken 

The Teams at Work 
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Cataloguing 

Over 1500 items have so far 
been catalogued 

 

The Teams at Work 
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Much thought and 
discussion goes into 
what is keyed in! 

The Teams at Work 
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 Extracting 
information 
from the 
documents so 
that they can be 
properly 
catalogued 

The Teams at Work 
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 Information 
for each 
document or 
in some cases 
each page of 
a document 
has to be 
keyed in on 
this form 

 

Modes – Cataloguing Form 
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The completed Modes Cataloguing 
form 
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Some Interesting Items 

Some things that have caught our eye 
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Feoffment Rent of Church House  
1636 
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 Feoffment, (or Enfeoffment) in English law was a 
transfer of land or property that gave the new holder 
the right to sell it as well as the right to pass it on to 
his heirs as an inheritance.  

 It represented the total relinquishment and transfer 
of all rights of ownership of an estate in land from 
one individual to another.  

 In feudal England a feoffment could only be made of 
a fee (or "fief"), that is to say an ownership of rights 
over land, rather than ownership of the land itself, the 
only true owner of which was the monarch.(From 
Wikipedia) 

What is a Feoffment? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_in_land
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fee_(feudal_tenure)
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Feoffee Rent of Church House 1636 
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Feoffe 

 Latin Old English 
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Lease of Land at Widecombe dated1703 
43 x 62 cm 
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Overseers Accounts 
 

 We have eleven of these ledgers relating to the 
Overseers and Churchwardens Accounts dating 
between 1684 and 1877 

 Overseers of the poor were chosen annually from the 
better-off male inhabitants, and inherited either a 
financial surplus or deficit from their predecessors.  
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Overseers Accounts 
 

 Overseers' accounts include all expenditure on poor 
relief, including workhouse expenses and those 
associated with settlement, bastardy, and vagrancy 
examinations and appeals, and all subsequent legal 
activities.   

 The appointment of Overseers was confirmed by the 
Justices of the Peace in Quarter Sessions and their 
accounts needed to be audited and signed off by two 
Justices at the end of the accounting year at Easter.  
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Overseers Accounts 1734 to 1756 

 “Widecombe Parish. The 
Accoumpt of John Aptor, 
Church Warden for his whole 
tenemt in Venton and Henry 
White Church Warden for Late 
John Hannafords Tenement in 
Hexworthy together with John 
Aptor of Dunstone for his 
Tenement in Southaway, James 
Townsend the Younger of Torr 
for Joane Horshams Tenemt in 
Langworthy Thomas Knight for 
ponsworthy Mills, And Andrew 
Horsham for Lake head 
Overseers of the Poor for the 
year Last past 1734 Given in to 
the parishioners This 7th Day of 
Aprill in the year of our Lord 
1735” 
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Rates Paid and other Receipts  

 

       The said Accoumptants Doe Charge 
themselves with the Receipt of Three Rates 
And an half for the Reliefe of the poor 
(Except what hereafter Mentioned to be in 
Arrear) The Severall  person Rated to Each 
Rate are as Followeth 

   
 The Reverend Mr John Harris vicar  12s 

 The farmer of the Rectory                17s 

 Joseph Manning    3s 

 Richd Caunter & Geo. Hanworthy   2s   6d 

 George Hanworthy    1s 10d 

 Mary Merdon for Natisworthy   1s 10d 

 etc 
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Note the name Thomas Greep, this will come up 
later 

 

Rates Paid and other Receipts  
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Paid out to the Poor 

  

Paid Thomas Bailey who hath a Discharge 
From this parish in his Need and  
Sickness this year in Money as much  
As amounts to   6s  6d 
Paid Sarah White for necessaries for 
Thomas Baily for nine Dayes time 
When he was Brought home to this 
Parish sick    4s  0d 
Paid Thomas Knight for necessaries for  
Thomas Baily and Did  
for him for severall Dayes times 
when he was Brought home to this  
parish sick by the Overseer of Holne 
and Left to the Charge of the said  
Thomas Knight   2s  0d 
Paid Eliz Aptor for making of Thomas  
Bailys shirt          4d 
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 Paid Mr Charles Doidge of Moreton Hamstead for 
physick and other medicines for Richard Brooking as 
by his Bill Appeareth £3 2s 3d 

Paid out to the Poor 
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Items of Clothing 
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The Taylor’s Bill 
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 shoes 

Shoes and more shoes!!! 
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Disbursements concerning  
Thomas Greep 

 An Accoumpt of our Disbursmts 
concerning Thomas Greep 

 For the Coroners ffee 

 To John Smerdon of Rowdon for 
Riding to Exeter to fetch the 
Coroner 

 In Expenses at Widecombe 
Town when the Coroner was 
here 

 In Expenses when Thomas 
Greeps Goods was sold 

 For two men to watch by Tho. 
Greep after he was found dead 
for Two dayes… 

 And for Three men to watch by 
him by Night for Two Nights… 
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And the Overseers own expenses! 

 The Final 
Page: 
nominations 
for next year’s 
overseers 

 signatures of 
this year’s 
overseers  
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Churchwardens' accounts include expenditure on the 
repair and maintenance of the church fabric, and on 
most other forms of parochial expenditure (excluding 
poor relief).  

At Widecombe these accounts were kept  by the 
Churchwarden.  In larger urban parishes they were 
kept by the Parish Clerk.  

 The position of Churchwarden was undertaken by the 
wealthier male inhabitants of the parish, and changed 
annually, with the money in hand or in deficit being 
passed from one office-holder to the next at Easter 
each year.  

Churchwardens Accounts 
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Churchwardens' accounts therefore normally run 
from Easter to Easter, and were summed and 
approved at an annual vestry meeting.  

 Because the penmanship and accounting practices of 
individual churchwardens was variable, the form of 
the accounts could change rapidly with changing 
personnel. 

Churchwardens Accounts 
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Excerpts from the Churchwardens 
Accounts 1806-7 

 5 Gallons of wine 
+ carriage 

 Mr Colander for 
17 journeys for 
instructing the 
singing  

 new hairing the 
bow of the bass 
Viol  
 

 strings for the 
bass Viol  

 repairing the bass 
Violin 

 strings for the 
Violin 
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Will of Sampson Jerman of 
Ashburton 1669 
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Churchwardens Accounts 1734/5 
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Sylvia Sayer’s Letter 
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 Something costing £1 in 1750 would cost £2 by 1915 and £120 
by 1998 

 Something bought in 1806 would cost ten times more (approx) 
by 2000 

 Since the 1920s, wages have gone up 4 times as much as rpi, so 
overall things are much more affordable (can you believe 
that?) 

  

 

 

 

 

Note on the value of money: 
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Overseers Accounts 1800-01 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1920) – The Shell 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1921) - Salaries 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1920) 

Mr H H Hannaford 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1920) 

Mr H H Hannaford 

(continued) 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1920) 

Mr H H Hannaford 

(continued) 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1931) 

 Entertaining the Charabanc Parties! 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1931) 

 Entertaining the 

Charabanc Parties! 
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Widecombe & Leusdon School 
Managers Minutes (1920) - Behaviour 
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Current Situation 
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Current Situation 

Almost all of the contents of the Parish Chest are 
now scanned, including the Indentures 

Cataloguing of the contents of the Parish Chest is 
well advanced 

 There is still more checking to do, but again it is 
moving forward 
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What Next? 
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What Next? 

Complete the Parish Chest 

 The Widecombe Archive on the Internet 

 Passing documents to Devon Heritage Centre for 
safe-keeping 

More detailed cataloguing – extracting more 
information from documents 

 Transcribing documents (especially those that are 
older and difficult to read) 

Moving beyond the Parish Chest to other WHG 
Archive material 
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What next? 
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What next? 

 The Internet!! 

 Search and Display by: 

 Name 

 Date & Date Range 

 Any Text 

Upload of low-resolution 
Images with copyright 

 Sale of high-resolution 
Images 
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We wish to thank the following for making this 

project possible, for their enthusiasm and dedication: 
  
 

 The Digitising Teams: 
 

 Marcia Babington 
 Anthony Beard 
 Wendy Beard 
 Sue Booty 
 Sue Boustead 
 Ann Claxton 
 Roger Claxton 
 Wendy Cruze 
 Maggi Faulkner 
 Terry French 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 John Kimber 
 Audrey Mortimore 
 Mary Pascoe 
 Jenny Pascoe 
 Margaret Phipps 
 Judy Southcombe 
 John Southcombe 
 John Walling 
 Pat Watson 
 Roger Whale 
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 Widecombe Primary School for letting us use their facilities 

 County Councillor Mr George Gribble - Grant 

 District  Councillor Mr Mike Jeffrey - Grant 

 Widecombe Parish Council – Grant 

 Widecombe History Group 

 And all those who have given donations towards this project 

 

 (and I would like to thank Ann for helping to put this talk together) 

  

 

 

 

 

We also wish to thank the following: 
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Conclusion 

A job without an end!!! But very worthwhile. 


